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The horrific 1955 slaying of fourteen-year-old Emmett Till marks a significant turning point in the history of
American race relations. An African American boy from Chicago, Till was visiting relatives in the
Mississippi Delta when he was accused of "wolf-whistling" at a young white woman. His murderers
abducted him from his great-uncle's home, beat him, then shot him in the head. Three days later, searchers
discovered his body in the Tallahatchie River. The two white men charged with his murder received a swift
acquittal from an all-white jury. The eleven essays in Emmett Till in Literary Memory and Imagination
examine how the narrative of the Till lynching continues to haunt racial consciousness and to resonate in our
collective imagination.

The trial and acquittal of Till's murderers became, in the words of one historian, "the first great media event
of the civil rights movement," and since then, the lynching has assumed a central place in literary memory.
The international group of contributors to this volume explores how the Emmett Till story has been
fashioned and refashioned in fiction, poetry, drama, and autobiography by writers as diverse as William
Bradford Huie, James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, Audre Lorde, Anne Moody, Nicolás
Guillén, Aimé Césaire, Bebe Moore Campbell, and Lewis Nordan. They suggest the presence of an "Emmett
Till narrative" deeply embedded in post-1955 literature, an overarching recurrent plot that builds on
recognizable elements and is as legible as the "lynching narrative" or the "passing narrative." Writers have
fashioned Till's story in many ways: an the annotated bibliography that ends the volume discusses more than
130 works that memorialize the lynching, calling attention to the full extent of Till's presence in literary
memory.

Breaking new ground in civil rights studies and the discussion of race in America, Emmett Till in Literary
Memory and Imagination eloquently attests to the special power and artistic resonance of one young man's
murder.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Waddell:

The book Emmett Till in Literary Memory and Imagination (Southern Literary Studies) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Emmett Till in Literary Memory and Imagination (Southern Literary Studies) to become
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a book Emmett Till in Literary
Memory and Imagination (Southern Literary Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Carson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Emmett Till in Literary
Memory and Imagination (Southern Literary Studies) book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Scott Harrington:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Emmett Till in Literary Memory and Imagination (Southern Literary Studies) can be
your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Roberta Haile:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Emmett Till in Literary Memory and Imagination
(Southern Literary Studies) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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