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During the Civil War and Reconstruction, the pejorative term "scalawag" referred to white southerners loyal
to the Republican Party. With the onset of the federal occupation of New Orleans in 1862, scalawags
challenged the restoration of the antebellum political and social orders. Derided as opportunists, uneducated
"poor white trash," Union sympathizers, and race traitors, scalawags remain largely misunderstood even
today. In The Louisiana Scalawags, Frank J. Wetta offers the first in-depth analysis of these men and their
struggle over the future of Louisiana. A significant assessment of the interplay of politics, race, and terrorism
during Reconstruction, this study answers an array of questions about the origin and demise of the
scalawags, and debunks much of the negative mythology surrounding them.

Contrary to popular thought, the southern white Republicans counted among their ranks men of genuine
accomplishment and talent. They worked in fields as varied as law, business, medicine, journalism, and
planting, and many held government positions as city officials, judges, parish officeholders, and state
legislators in the antebellum years. Wetta demonstrates that a strong sense of nationalism often motivated the
men, no matter their origins.

Louisiana's scalawags grew most active and influential during the early stages of Reconstruction, when they
led in founding the state's Republican Party. The vast majority of white Louisianans, however, rejected the
scalawags' appeal to form an alliance with the freedmen in a biracial political party. Eventually, the influence
of the scalawags succumbed to persistent terrorism, corruption, and competition from the white
carpetbaggers and their black Republican allies. By then, the state's Republican Party consisted of white
political leaders without any significant white constituency. According to Wetta, these weaknesses, as well
as ineffective federal intervention in response to a Democratic Party insurgency, caused the Republican Party
to collapse and Reconstruction to fail in Louisiana.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and Terrorism during
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Try to make the book The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and
Terrorism during the Civil War and Reconstruction as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lyle Morales:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and Terrorism during the Civil War and Reconstruction, it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a publication.

Robert Olsen:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and Terrorism
during the Civil War and Reconstruction can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?

Catherine Estey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and Terrorism
during the Civil War and Reconstruction can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
We should have The Louisiana Scalawags: Politics, Race, and Terrorism during the Civil War and
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