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On April 10, 2003, as the world watched a statue of Saddam Hussein come crashing down in the heart of
Baghdad, a mob of looters attacked the Iraq National Museum. Despite the presence of an American tank
unit, the pillaging went unchecked, and more than 15,000 artifacts—some of the oldest evidence of human
culture—disappeared into the shadowy worldwide market in illicit antiquities. In the five years since that
day, the losses have only mounted, with gangs digging up roughly half a million artifacts that had previously
been unexcavated; the loss to our shared human heritage is incalculable.

With The Rape of Mesopotamia, Lawrence Rothfield answers the complicated question of how this
wholesale thievery was allowed to occur. Drawing on extensive interviews with soldiers, bureaucrats, war
planners, archaeologists, and collectors, Rothfield reconstructs the planning failures—originating at the
highest levels of the U.S. government—that led to the invading forces’ utter indifference to the protection of
Iraq’s cultural heritage from looters. Widespread incompetence and miscommunication on the part of the
Pentagon, unchecked by the disappointingly weak advocacy efforts of worldwide preservation advocates,
enabled a tragedy that continues even today, despite widespread public outrage.

Bringing his story up to the present, Rothfield argues forcefully that the international community has yet to
learn the lessons of Iraq—and that what happened there is liable to be repeated in future conflicts. A
powerful, infuriating chronicle of the disastrous conjunction of military adventure and cultural destruction,
The Rape of Mesopotamia is essential reading for all concerned with the future of our past.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind
the Looting of the Iraq Museum will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Tracey Egan:

The e-book with title The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind the Looting of the Iraq Museum includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Judith Robinson:

Beside this The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind the Looting of the Iraq Museum in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind the Looting of the Iraq Museum
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book along with read it from today!

Steven Ward:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rape of Mesopotamia: Behind the Looting of
the Iraq Museum can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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