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 Oklahoma has long held the dubious honor of having the highest female incarceration rate in the country,
nearly twice the national average. In this compelling new book, sociologist Susan Sharp sets out to discover
just what has gone so wrong in the state of Oklahoma—and what that might tell us about trends in female
incarceration nationwide.

The culmination of over a decade of original research, Mean Lives, Mean Laws exposes a Kafkaesque
criminal justice system, one that has no problem with treating women as collateral damage in the War on
Drugs or with stripping female prisoners of their parental rights. Yet it also reveals the individual histories of
women who were jailed in Oklahoma, providing intimate portraits of their lives before, during, and after
their imprisonment. We witness the impoverished and abusive conditions in which many of these women
were raised; we get a vivid portrait of their everyday lives behind bars; and we glimpse the struggles that
lead many ex-convicts to fall back into the penal system.

Through an innovative methodology that combines statistical rigor with extensive personal interviews, Sharp
shows how female incarceration affects not only individuals, but also families and communities. Putting a
human face on a growing social problem, Mean Lives, Mean Laws raises important questions about both the
state of Oklahoma and the state of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Marin:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Mean Lives, Mean Laws: Oklahoma's Women Prisoners
(Critical Issues in Crime and Society). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important a book Mean Lives, Mean Laws: Oklahoma's Women Prisoners (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Donna Hoffmann:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Mean Lives, Mean Laws:
Oklahoma's Women Prisoners (Critical Issues in Crime and Society), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jacqueline Carter:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Mean Lives, Mean Laws: Oklahoma's
Women Prisoners (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) or others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge.
In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Mean Lives, Mean Laws: Oklahoma's Women
Prisoners (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Mary Linkous:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.



Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Mean Lives,
Mean Laws: Oklahoma's Women Prisoners (Critical Issues in Crime and Society).
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