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Never before have comics seemed so popular or diversified, proliferating across a broad spectrum of genres,
experimenting with a variety of techniques, and gaining recognition as a legitimate, rich form of art.
Maaheen Ahmed examines this trend by taking up philosopher Umberto Eco’s notion of the open work of
art, whereby the reader—or listener or viewer, as the case may be—is offered several possibilities of
interpretation in a cohesive narrative and aesthetic structure. Ahmed delineates the visual, literary, and other
medium-specific features used by comics to form open rather than closed works, methods by which comics
generate or limit meaning as well as increase and structure the scope of reading into a work.

Ahmed analyzes a diverse group of British, American, and European (Franco-Belgian, German, Finnish)
comics. She treats examples from the key genre categories of fictionalized memoirs and biographies,
adventure and superhero, noir, black comedy and crime, science fiction and fantasy. Her analyses
demonstrate the ways in which comics generate openness by concentrating on the gaps essential to the very
medium of comics, the range of meaning ensconced within words and images as well as their interaction
with each other.

The analyzed comics, extending from famous to lesser known works, include Will Eisner’s The Contract
with God Trilogy, Jacques Tardi’s It Was the War of the Trenches, Hugo Pratt’s The Ballad of the Salty Sea,
Edmond Baudoin’s The Voyage, Grant Morrison and Dave McKean’s Arkham Asylum, Neil Gaiman’s
Sandman series, Alan Moore and Eddie Campbell’s From Hell, Moebius’s Arzach, Yslaire’s Cloud 99
series, and Jarmo Mäkilä’s Taxi Ride to Van Gogh’s Ear.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Nichols:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Openness of Comics:
Generating Meaning within Flexible Structures to read.

Dewey Rascon:

Often the book Openness of Comics: Generating Meaning within Flexible Structures will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Openness of Comics: Generating Meaning
within Flexible Structures is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Eddie McCoy:

Precisely why? Because this Openness of Comics: Generating Meaning within Flexible Structures is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Tara Payton:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Openness of Comics: Generating
Meaning within Flexible Structures is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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