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Sexuality in modern western culture is central to identity but the tendency to define by sexuality does not
apply to the premodern past. Before the 'invention' of sexuality, erotic acts and desires were comprehended
as species of sin, expressions of idealised love, courtship, and marriage, or components of intimacies
between men or women, not as outworkings of an innermost self. With a focus on c. 1100–c. 1800, this book
explores the shifting meanings, languages, and practices of western sex. It is the first study to combine the
medieval and early modern to rethink this time of sex before sexuality, where same-sex and opposite-sex
desire and eroticism bore but faint traces of what moderns came to call heterosexuality, homosexuality,
lesbianism, and pornography.

This volume aims to contribute to contemporary historical theory through paying attention to the
particularity of premodern sexual cultures. Phillips and Reay argue that students of premodern sex will be
blocked in their understanding if they use terms and concepts applicable to sexuality since the late nineteenth
century, and modern commentators will never know their subject without a deeper comprehension of sex's
history.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Bedgood:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Sex Before
Sexuality: A Premodern History (Themes in History)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Kristen Mazur:

The book untitled Sex Before Sexuality: A Premodern History (Themes in History) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

William Marsh:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Sex Before Sexuality: A Premodern
History (Themes in History) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Victor McDowell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Sex Before Sexuality: A Premodern History (Themes in
History) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to
have Sex Before Sexuality: A Premodern History (Themes in History).
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