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"It incarnates every unclean beast of lust, guile, falsehood, murder, despotism and spiritual wickedness." So
wrote a prominent Southern Baptist official in 1899 of Mormonism. Rather than the "quintessential
American religion," as it has been dubbed by contemporary scholars, in the late nineteenth century
Mormonism was America's most vilified homegrown faith. A vast national campaign featuring politicians,
church leaders, social reformers, the press, women's organizations, businessmen, and ordinary citizens
sought to end the distinctive Latter-day Saint practice of plural marriage, and to extinguish the entire religion
if need be.

Placing the movement against polygamy in the context of American and southern history, Mason
demonstrates that anti-Mormonism was one of the earliest vehicles for reconciliation between North and
South after the Civil War and Reconstruction. Southerners joined with northern reformers and Republicans
to endorse the use of newly expanded federal power to vanquish the perceived threat to Christian marriage
and the American republic.

Anti-Mormonism was a significant intellectual, legal, religious, and cultural phenomenon, but in the South it
was also violent. While southerners were concerned about distinctive Mormon beliefs and political practices,
they were most alarmed at the "invasion" of Mormon missionaries in their communities and the prospect of
their wives and daughters falling prey to polygamy. Moving to defend their homes and their honor against
this threat, southerners turned to legislation, to religion, and, most dramatically, to vigilante violence.

The Mormon Menace provides new insights into some of the most important discussions of the late
nineteenth century and of our own age, including debates over the nature and limits of religious freedom; the
contest between the will of the people and the rule of law; and the role of citizens, churches, and the state in
regulating and defining marriage.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Mormon Menace: Violence and Anti-Mormonism in
the Postbellum South will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Maryann Goldberg:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular The Mormon Menace: Violence and Anti-
Mormonism in the Postbellum South to read.

Donald Freeman:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Mormon Menace: Violence and Anti-Mormonism
in the Postbellum South can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Donna Muniz:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book The Mormon Menace: Violence and Anti-Mormonism in the
Postbellum South it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book possesses high quality.
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