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In the fall of 1864, during the last brutal months of the Civil War, the Confederates made one final, desperate
attempt to rampage through the Shenandoah Valley, Tennessee, and Missouri. Price’s Raid was the common
name for the Missouri campaign led by General Sterling Price. Involving tens of thousands of armed men,
the 1864 Missouri campaign has too long remained unexamined by a book-length modern study, but now,
Civil War scholar Mark A. Lause fills this long-standing gap in the literature, providing keen insights on the
problems encountered during and the myths propagated about this campaign.

Price marched Confederate troops 1,500 miles into Missouri, five times as far as his Union counterparts who
met him in the incursion. Along the way, he picked up additional troops; the most exaggerated estimates
place Price’s troop numbers at 15,000. The Federal forces initially underestimated the numbers heading for
Missouri and then called in troops from Illinois and Kansas, amassing 65,000 to 75,000 troops and militia
members. The Union tried to downplay its underestimation of the Confederate buildup of troops by
supplanting the term campaign with the impromptu raid.

            This term was also used by Confederates to minimize their lack of military success. The
Confederates, believing that Missourians wanted liberation from Union forces, had planned a two-phase
campaign. They intended not only to disrupt the functioning government through seizure of St. Louis and the
capital, Jefferson City, but also to restore the pro-secessionist government driven from the state three years
before. The primary objective, however, was to change the outcome of the Federal elections that fall,
encouraging votes against the Republicans who incorporated ending slavery into the Union war goals. What
followed was widespread uncontrolled brutality in the form of guerrilla warfare, which drove support for the
Federalists. Missouri joined Kansas in reelecting the Republicans and ensuring the end of slavery.

Lause’s account of the Missouri campaign of 1864 brings new understanding of the two distinct phases of
the campaign, as based upon declared strategic goals. Additionally, as the author reveals the clear connection
between the military campaign and the outcome of the election, he successfully tests the efforts of new
military historians to integrate political, economic, social, and cultural history into the study of warfare. In
showing how both sides during Price’s Raid used self-serving fictions to provide a rationale for their
politically motivated brutality and were unwilling to risk defeat, Lause reveals the underlying nature of the
American Civil War as a modern war.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

The book Price's Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make studying a book Price's Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a guide Price's
Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY). Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Gregory Phipps:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Price's Lost
Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Price's Lost Campaign: The
1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Price's Lost Campaign: The 1864
Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) become your current starter.

Rosemary Robinson:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top list in
your reading list is actually Price's Lost Campaign: The 1864 Invasion of Missouri (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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