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Perhaps the most popular of all canonical
American authors, Mark Twain is famous for creating works that satirize
American formations of race and empire. While many scholars have explored
Twain’s work in African Americanist contexts, his writing on Asia and Asian
Americans remains largely in the shadows. In Sitting in Darkness, Hsuan Hsu
examines Twain’s career-long archive of writings about United States relations
with China and the Philippines. Comparing Twain’s early writings about Chinese
immigrants in California and Nevada with his later fictions of slavery and
anti-imperialist essays, he demonstrates that Twain’s ideas about race were not
limited to white and black, but profoundly comparative as he carefully crafted
assessments of racialization that drew connections between groups, including
African Americans, Chinese immigrants, and a range of colonial populations.

 

Drawing on recent legal scholarship,
comparative ethnic studies, and transnational and American studies, Sitting in
Darkness engages Twain’s best-known novels such as Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry
Finn, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, as well as his
lesser-known Chinese and trans-Pacific inflected writings, such as the
allegorical tale “A Fable of the Yellow Terror” and the yellow face play Ah
Sin. Sitting in Darkness reveals how within intersectional contexts of Chinese
Exclusion and Jim Crow, these writings registered fluctuating connections
between immigration policy, imperialist ventures, and racism.
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From reader reviews:

William Painter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative
Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century). Try to stumble through book Sitting in Darkness: Mark
Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century) as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Dolly Taylor:

This Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th
Century) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Sitting in Darkness: Mark
Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century) in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout
ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Duane Coley:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the
Long 19th Century) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Carl Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Sitting in Darkness:
Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century).
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