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The sequence of change for public architecture during the Mississippian period may reflect a centralization
of political power through time. In the research presented here, some of the community-level assumptions
attributed to the appearance of Mississippian mounds are tested against the archaeological record of the
Town Creek site—the remains of a town located on the northeastern edge of the Mississippian culture
area. In particular, the archaeological record of Town Creek is used to test the idea that the appearance of
Mississippian platform mounds was accompanied by the centralization of political authority in the hands of a
powerful chief.

 

A compelling argument has been made that mounds were the seats and symbols of political power within
Mississippian societies. While platform mounds have been a part of Southeastern Native American
communities since at least 100 B.C., around A.D. 400 leaders in some communities began to place their
houses on top of earthen mounds—an act that has been interpreted as an attempt to legitimize personal
authority by a community leader through the appropriation of a powerful, traditional, community-oriented
symbol. Platform mounds at a number of sites were preceded by a distinctive type of building called an
earthlodge—a structure with earth-embanked walls and an entrance indicated by short, parallel wall trenches.
Earthlodges in the Southeast have been interpreted as places where a council of community leaders came
together to make decisions based on consensus. In contrast to the more inclusive function proposed for
premound earthlodges, it has been argued that access to the buildings on top of Mississippian platform
mounds was limited to a much smaller subset of the community. If this was the case and if ground-level
earthlodges were more accessible than mound-summit structures, then access to leaders and leadership may
have decreased through time.

 

Excavations at the Town Creek archaeological site have shown that the public architecture there follows the
earthlodge-to-platform mound sequence that is well known across the South Appalachian subarea of the
Mississippian world. The clear changes in public architecture coupled with the extensive exposure of the
site's domestic sphere make Town Creek an excellent case study for examining the relationship among
changes in public architecture and leadership within a Mississippian society.
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From reader reviews:

Brad Marcum:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Archaeology of Town Creek
(Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)) book since this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Diane Worrell:

The actual book The Archaeology of Town Creek (Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Archaeology of
Town Creek (Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Betty Abbott:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be The Archaeology of Town Creek (Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)).

John Herrera:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Archaeology of Town Creek (Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)) we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this
book The Archaeology of Town Creek (Dan Josselyn Memorial Publication (Paperback)). You can more
desirable than now.
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