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During the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations, Laos was positioned to become a major front in the
Cold War. Yet American policymakers ultimately chose to resist communism in neighboring South Vietnam
instead. Two generations of historians have explained this decision by citing logistical considerations. Laos's
landlocked, mountainous terrain, they hold, made the kingdom an unpropitious place to fight, while South
Vietnam-possessing a long coastline, navigable rivers, and all-weather roads-better accommodated America's
military forces. The Universe Unraveling is a provocative reinterpretation of U.S.-Laos relations in the years
leading up to the Vietnam War. Seth Jacobs argues that Laos boasted several advantages over South Vietnam
as a battlefield, notably its thousand-mile border with Thailand, whose leader was willing to allow
Washington to use his nation as a base from which to attack the communist Pathet Lao.

More significant in determining U.S. policy in Southeast Asia than strategic appraisals of the Laotian
landscape were cultural perceptions of the Lao people. Jacobs contends that U.S. policy toward Laos under
Eisenhower and Kennedy cannot be understood apart from the traits Americans ascribed to their Lao allies.
Drawing on diplomatic correspondence and the work of iconic figures like "celebrity saint" Tom Dooley,
Jacobs finds that the characteristics American statesmen and the American media attributed to the Lao-
laziness, immaturity, and cowardice-differed from the traits assigned the South Vietnamese, making Lao
chances of withstanding communist aggression appear dubious. The Universe Unraveling combines
diplomatic, cultural, and military history to provide a new perspective on how prejudice can shape policy
decisions and even the course of history.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

The knowledge that you get from The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold War Laos (The
United States in the World) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Universe
Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this particular The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in
Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) instantly.

Arthur Dickison:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold
War Laos (The United States in the World) as your daily resource information.

Debbie Siegel:

The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World) can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold War Laos (The United
States in the World) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Carolyn Fletcher:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Universe Unraveling: American foreign policy in Cold War Laos (The United States in the World).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring



you from one destination to other place.
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