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The hundreds of biblical references in Shakespeare's plays give ample evidence that he was well acquainted
with Scripture. Not only is the range of his biblical references impressive, but also the aptness with which he
makes them. Hamlet and Othello each have more than fifty biblical references. No study of Shakespeare's
plays is complete that ignores Shakespeare's use of scripture.

The Bibles that Shakespeare knew, however, were not those that are in use today. By the time the King
James Bible appeared in 1611, Shakespeare's career was all but over, and the Anglican liturgy that is evident
in his plays is likewise one that few persons are acquainted with. This volume provides a comprehensive
survey of the English Bibles of Shakespeare's day, notes their similarities and differences, and indicates
which version the playwright knew best. The thorny question of what constitutes a valid biblical reference is
also discussed.

The study of Shakespeare's biblical references is not based on secondary sources. The author owned one of
the world's largest collections of early English bibles, including over one hundred copies of the Geneva bible
and numerous editions of other Bibles, prayer books, and books of homilies of Shakespeare's day.

To be of real worth, a study of Shakespeare's biblical references should also enable the reader to determine
which references Shakespeare borrowed from his plot sources and which he added from his own memory as
part of his design for the play. The author studies every source that Shakespeare is known to have read or
consulted before writing each play and has examined the biblical references in those sources. Shaheen then
points out which biblical references in his literary sources Shakespeare accepted, and how he adapted them
in his plays. This information is especially valuable when assessing the theological meanings that are
sometimes imposed on his plays, meanings that often go beyond what Shakespeare intended or what his
audience must have understood.

Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays is considerably broader in scope than any other study of its kind
and provides the scholarly checks and balances in dealing with the subject that previous studies lacked.
.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays.

Billy Anderson:

The book Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Biblical
References in Shakespeare's Plays to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like start and read a guide Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kenneth Vargas:

The particular book Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays
is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Carl Guerra:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Biblical References in Shakespeare's Plays will give you new experience in studying a
book.
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