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Naturalism’'s Philosophy of the Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George Santayana

offers an interpretation of the sacred based on the ordinal naturalism of Justus Buchler, one of the most
important philosophers of the twentieth century whose work is experiencing a renaissance. This book seeks
to find common ground between theists and atheists by arguing that religious beliefs should be retained
because they provide a poetic response to nature’ s mysteries, while also addressing the atheist’ s concerns
regarding the tendency of religious believers to demonize nonbelievers and to idolize their own conceptions
of the sacred. The heart of Martin O. Yalcin's argument is that religious violence can be traced to the belief
that God isfar morereal and therefore far more valuable than nature. In contrast to this view, he develops a
philosophy of the sacred from the perspective of ontological parity which holds that all things are equally
real. He argues that when the sacred is leveled to the plane of nature as one of its innumerable orders, then
the virtues of piety and charity replace the vices of demonization and idolization so evident in religions that
insist on the utter incommensurability of God with respect to the created order. In the course of developing
an aesthetic interpretation of the sacred, Y alcin explores not only the metaphysical categories of Justus
Buchler, but also those of Karl Jaspers and George Santayana. The dial ogue with Jaspers unearths the
absolute otherness of the sacred asthe intrinsically unethical dimension of any variant of theism. Having
undermined the total absolution of the sacred, Naturalisn' s Philosophy of the Sacred suggests an alternative
aesthetic form of sacred engagement that piggybacks on Santayana’ s thoroughly natural poetic rendition of
the sacred.

This book will be of great value to students and scholars working in departments of religion, philosophy, and
theology.
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From reader reviews:
Stanley Roman:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a strall,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Naturalism's
Philosophy of the Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George Santayana? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You aready know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Angel Gardner:

This book untitled Naturalism's Philosophy of the Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George
Santayana to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
publication you can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or
you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you personally to past
this publication from your list.

Esther Belote:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Naturalism's Philosophy of the Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George Santayana, you could tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading
aguide.

Bonnie Thorp:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Naturalism's Philosophy of the
Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George Santayana that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied smply by reading this book. Reading routine al over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So, for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Naturalism's
Philosophy of the Sacred: Justus Buchler, Karl Jaspers, and George Santayana become your own personal



starter.
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