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Explores the significance of levity and humor in South Asian religious traditions.

Frivolity isn’t always frivolous—sometimes it can be sacred. Sacred Play uncovers levity and playfulness in
a variety of South Asian traditions where one might least expect to find it: in the heart of ritual. While stories
recounting the antics of various South Asian deities circulate widely, this enlightening book intentionally
departs from divinity-centered humor to focus on the playfulness of humans and their religious practices.
This grassroots levity is both serious and lighthearted; it can be highly scripted or spontaneous and cast in
shades of light or dark humor. Case studies of Hindu, Muslim, Christian, and Buddhist rituals examine
instances of levity that challenge social or religious norms, in which mischievous deities inspire similar
behavior among their devotees, and where playful competition incites serious consequences. Sacred Play
explores how piety and levity can complement and complicate one another, enriching our understanding of
both.

Selva J. Raj (1952–2008) was Chair and Stanley S. Kresge Professor of Religious Studies at Albion College.
His books include Dealing with Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia, also published by SUNY Press, and
South Asian Christian Diaspora: Invisible Diaspora in Europe and North America. Corinne G. Dempsey is
Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point. She is author of
Kerala Christian Sainthood: Collisions of Culture and Worldview in South India and The Goddess Lives in
Upstate New York: Breaking Convention and Making Home at a North American Hindu Temple. Together
they coedited Popular Christianity in India: Riting between the Lines and Miracle as Modern Conundrum in
South Asian Religious Traditions, both also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Robin:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in
South Asian Religions is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Vincent Mireles:

The particular book Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian Religions will bring someone to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor
in South Asian Religions is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

David Conover:

Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian Religions can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Sacred Play:
Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian Religions although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

John Bonilla:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian
Religions or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian Religions to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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