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At the time of Japan’s surrender to Allied forces on August 15, 1945, some six million Japanese were left
stranded across the vast expanse of a vanquished Asian empire. Half civilian and half military, they faced the
prospect of returning somehow to a Japan that lay prostrate, its cities destroyed, after years of warfare and
Allied bombing campaigns. Among them were more than 600,000 soldiers of Japan’s army in Manchuria,
who had surrendered to the Red Army only to be transported to Soviet labor camps, mainly in Siberia. Held
for between two and four years, and some far longer, amid forced labor and reeducation campaigns, they
waited for return, never knowing when or if it would come. Drawing on a wide range of memoirs, art,
poetry, and contemporary records, The Gods Left First reconstructs their experience of captivity, return, and
encounter with a postwar Japan that now seemed as alien as it had once been familiar. In a broader sense,
this study is a meditation on the meaning of survival for Japan’s continental repatriates, showing that their
memories of involvement in Japan’s imperial project were both a burden and the basis for a new way of life.
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From reader reviews:

George Cardenas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Gods Left First: The Captivity and
Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956 ended up being making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The
Gods Left First: The Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956 is not only
giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The Gods Left First: The
Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956. You never really feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Manuel Jett:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Gods Left First: The Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956, it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

Dollie Simmons:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Gods Left First: The Captivity and
Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956 guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism The Gods Left First: The Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-
1956 as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lucille Daulton:

This The Gods Left First: The Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-1956 is
brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in



reading this The Gods Left First: The Captivity and Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945-
1956 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life along with knowledge.
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