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Humorous and witty recollections of the author's journey from insecure graduate student to noted
activist/scholar.

How does a graduate student acquire the skills necessary to define a clear research agenda and write
meaningful contributions to the scholarship in his or her field? Can the requirements of professional
advancement in the ivory tower be reconciled with making a difference in the bare-knuckle world of
policymaking? Can even a celebrated activist-scholar survive the seemingly relentless neoliberalization of
higher education? Becoming a Footnote takes the reader on an inspirational journey through the experiences
of researcher Sanford F. Schram, illuminating how he overcame his early insecurities and limitations,
particularly about his writing, to develop into someone cited by both scholars and people involved in the
policymaking process. With wit and humor, Schram illustrates how his award-winning research on race,
poverty, and welfare emerged from the political struggles in which he was immersed, and how we all have
something unique to contribute if we commit ourselves to making it happen.

“For those who know of the author’s work, this book provides a revealing glimpse into the man behind the
reputation. But, even for those unfamiliar with it, Becoming a Footnote is a highly readable and engaging
account of a life’s work that would be of interest to anyone pursuing an academic position, including those
who wonder how to remain real and relevant from inside academia.” — Vicki Lens, Columbia University

“This book drew me in and works as a narrative on two levels. First, it is disarmingly and convincingly self-
deprecating about the struggle to become a critical thinker, to write well, and to devise research programs
that would shed light on major questions. Second, it is a valuable history of the central debates around social
welfare policy, neoliberalism, and racial stigma.” — James Scott, author of The Art of Not Being Governed:
An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia

Sanford F. Schram is Visiting Professor of Social Work and Social Research at Bryn Mawr College. His
many books include (with coeditors Bent Flyvbjerg and Todd Landman) Real Social Science: Applied
Phronesis.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice,
Learns to Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY series in New Political Science).

Lisa Jennings:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Becoming a Footnote: An
Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY series in New Political
Science). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

John Pasko:

This Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and Survives Academia
(SUNY series in New Political Science) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to
Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY series in New Political Science) can be one of several great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Becoming a
Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY series in
New Political Science) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Linda Matthews:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
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