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This landmark study examines the role played by the rediscovery of the writings of the ancient atomists,
Epicurus and Lucretius, in the articulation of the major philosophical systems of the seventeenth century,
and, more broadly, their influence on the evolution of natural science and moral and political philosophy.
The target of sustained and trenchant philosophical criticism by Cicero, and of opprobrium by the Christian
Fathers of the early Church, for its
unflinching commitment to the absence of divine supervision and the finitude of life, the Epicurean
philosophy surfaced again in the period of the Scientific Revolution, when it displaced scholastic
Aristotelianism. Both modern social contract theory and utilitarianism in ethics were grounded in its tenets.
Catherine Wilson shows how the distinctive Epicurean image of the natural and social worlds took hold in
philosophy, and how it is an acknowledged, and often unacknowledged presence in the writings of
Descartes, Gassendi, Hobbes, Boyle, Locke, Leibniz, Berkeley. With chapters devoted to Epicurean physics
and cosmology, the corpuscularian or "mechanical" philosophy, the question of the mortality of the soul, the
grounds of political authority, the contested nature of the experimental philosophy,
sensuality, curiosity, and the role of pleasure and utility in ethics, the author makes a persuasive case for the
significance of materialism in seventeenth-century philosophy without underestimating the depth and
significance of the opposition to it, and for its continued importance in the
contemporary world. Lucretius's great poem, On the Nature of Things, supplies the frame of reference for
this deeply-researched inquiry into the origins of modern philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Killough:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title
Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernityis a single of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a
lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

John Frank:

Typically the book Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tonya Sewell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity why because the excellent cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Tracey Cook:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book and also novel and Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Epicureanism at the Origins of Modernity to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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