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Shaped by encrusted layers of development spanning millennia, the southern Italian city of Matera is the
ultimate palimpsest. Known as the Sassi, the majority of the ancient city is composed of thousands of
structures carved into a limestone cliff and clinging to its walls. The resultant menagerie of forms possesses a
surprising visual uniformity and an ineffable allure. Conversely, in the 1950s Matera also served as a
crucible for Italian postwar urban and architectural theory, witnessed by the Neorealist, modernist expansion
of the city that developed in aversion to the Sassi. In another about-face, the previously disparaged cave city
has now been recast as a major tourist destination, UNESCO World Heritage Monument, and test subject for
ideas and methods of preservation. Set within a sociopolitical and architectural history of Matera from 1950
to the present, this book analyses the contemporary effects of preservation on the city and surrounding
province. More broadly, it examines the relationship between and interdependence of preservation and
modernism within architectural thought. To understand inconsistencies inherent to preservation, in particular
its effect of catalyzing change, the study lays bare planners' and developers' use of preservation, especially
for economic goals and political will. The work asserts that preservation is not a passive, curatorial pursuit: it
is a cloaked manifestation of modernism and a powerful tool often used to control economies. The study
demonstrates that preservation also serves to influence societies through the shaping of memory and
circulation of narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Materan
Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Muriel Carpenter:

The publication untitled Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to
your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Materan Contradictions:
Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Joel Jones:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Materan Contradictions:
Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) which is having the e-book version.
So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Clarence Duncan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Materan Contradictions: Architecture, Preservation and Politics (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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