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A revelatory account of the aspirations and accomplishments of the people who founded the New England
colonies, comparing the reforms they enacted with those attempted in England during the period of the
English Revolution.

Distinguished historian David D. Hall looks afresh at how the colonists set up churches, civil governments,
and methods for distributing land. Bringing with them a deep fear of arbitrary, unlimited authority grounded
in either church or state, these settlers based their churches on the participation of laypeople and insisted on
“consent” as a premise of all civil governance. Encouraging broad participation and relying on the vigorous
use of petitioning, they also transformed civil and criminal law and the workings of courts. The outcome was
a civil society far less authoritarian and hierarchical than was customary in their age—indeed, a society so
advanced that a few dared to describe it as “democratical.” They were well ahead of their time in doing so.

As Puritans, the colonists also hoped to exemplify a social ethics of equity, peace, and the common good. In
a case study of a single town, Hall follows a minister as he encourages the townspeople to live up to these
high standards in their politics. This is a book that challenges us to discard long-standing stereotypes of the
Puritans as temperamentally authoritarian and their leadership as despotic. Hall demonstrates exactly the
opposite. Here, we watch the colonists as they insist on aligning institutions and social practice with equity
and liberty.

A stunning re-evaluation of the earliest moments of New England’s history, revealing the colonists to be the
most effective and daring reformers of their day.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled A Reforming People. Try to make the book A Reforming
People as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Elaine Roberts:

The book A Reforming People make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book A Reforming People to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a guide A Reforming People. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Joyce Burke:

This A Reforming People book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This A Reforming People without
we know teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be
worry A Reforming People can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This A Reforming People
having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Claudia Butler:

A Reforming People can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to
place every word into joy arrangement in writing A Reforming People however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it.
This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.
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