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Michele Wallace burst into public consciousness with the 1979 publication of Black Macho and the Myth of
the Superwoman, a pioneering critique of the misogyny of the Black Power movement and the effects of
racism and sexism on black women. Since then, Wallace has produced an extraordinary body of journalism
and criticism engaging with popular culture and gender and racial politics. This collection brings together
more than fifty of the articles she has written over the past fifteen years. Included alongside many of her
best-known pieces are previously unpublished essays as well as interviews conducted with Wallace about her
work. Dark Designs and Visual Culture charts the development of a singular, pathbreaking black feminist
consciousness.

Beginning with a new introduction in which Wallace reflects on her life and career, this volume includes
other autobiographical essays; articles focused on popular culture, the arts, and literary theory; and
explorations of issues in black visual culture. Wallace discusses growing up in Harlem; how she dealt with
the media attention and criticism she received for Black Macho and the Myth of the Superwoman, which was
published when she was just twenty-seven years old; and her relationship with her family, especially her
mother, the well-known artist Faith Ringgold. The many articles devoted to black visual culture range from
the historical tragedy of the Hottentot Venus, an African woman displayed as a curiosity in nineteenth-
century Europe, to films that sexualize the black body—such as Watermelon Woman, Gone with the Wind,
and Paris Is Burning. Whether writing about the Anita Hill–Clarence Thomas hearings, rap music, the
Million Man March, Toshi Reagon, multiculturalism, Marlon Riggs, or a nativity play in Bedford
Stuyvesant, Wallace is a bold, incisive critic. Dark Designs and Visual Culture brings the scope of her career
and thought into sharp focus.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Dark Designs and Visual Culture
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Latoya Brown:

Typically the book Dark Designs and Visual Culture will bring one to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suited to you. The book Dark Designs and Visual Culture is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Tim Walton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Dark Designs and Visual
Culture that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Dark Designs and Visual Culture become your starter.

Victor Willis:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Dark Designs and Visual
Culture is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read
it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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