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George Weller was a Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter who covered World War II across Europe, Africa, and
Asia. At the war’s end in September 1945, under General MacArthur’s media blackout, correspondents were
forbidden to enter both Nagasaki and Hiroshima. But instead of obediently staying with the press corps in
northern Japan, Weller broke away. The intrepid newspaperman reached Nagasaki just weeks after the
atomic bomb hit the city. Boldly presenting himself as a U.S. colonel to the Japanese military, Weller set out
to explore the devastation.

As Nagasaki’s first outside observer, long before any American medical aid arrived, Weller witnessed the
bomb’s effects and wrote “the anatomy of radiated man.” He interviewed doctors trying to cure those dying
mysteriously from “Disease X.” He typed far into every night, sending his forbidden dispatches back to
MacArthur’s censors, assuming their importance would make them unstoppable. He was wrong: the U.S.
government censored every word, and the dispatches vanished from history.

Weller also became the first to enter the nearby Allied POW camps. From hundreds of prisoners he gathered
accounts of watching the atomic explosions bring an end to years of torture and merciless labor in Japanese
mines. Their dramatic testimonies sum up one of the least-known chapters of the war—but those stories, too,
were silenced.

It is a powerful experience, more than 60 years later, to walk with Weller through the smoldering ruins of
Nagasaki, or hear the sagas of prisoners who have just learned that their torment is over, and watch one of
the era’s most battle-experienced reporters trying to accurately and unsentimentally convey to the American
people scenes unlike anything he—or anyone else—knew.

Weller died in 2002, believing it all lost forever. Months later, his son found a fragile copy in a crate of
moldy papers. This historic body of work has never been published.

Along with reports from the brutal POW camps, a stirring saga of the worst of the Japanese “hellships”
which carried U.S. prisoners into murder and even cannibalism, and a trove of Weller’s unseen photos, First
into Nagasaki provides a moving, unparalleled look at the bomb that killed more than 70,000 people and
ended WWII. Amid current disputes over the controlled embedding of journalists in war zones and a
government’s right to keep secrets, it reminds us how such courageous rogue reporting is still essential to
learning the truth.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Reid:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this First Into Nagasaki: The Censored
Eyewitness Dispatches on Post-Atomic Japan and Its Prisoners of War book because book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Jose Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular First Into Nagasaki: The
Censored Eyewitness Dispatches on Post-Atomic Japan and Its Prisoners of War is kind of publication which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jack Jackson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been ride
on and with addition of information. Even you love First Into Nagasaki: The Censored Eyewitness
Dispatches on Post-Atomic Japan and Its Prisoners of War, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Kayla Congdon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and First Into Nagasaki: The Censored Eyewitness
Dispatches on Post-Atomic Japan and Its Prisoners of War or even others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes First Into Nagasaki: The Censored Eyewitness
Dispatches on Post-Atomic Japan and Its Prisoners of War to make your spare time much more colorful.



Many types of book like this one.
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