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from “Mount Fuji”

A draughtsman’s draughtsman, Hokusai at 70

thought he’d begun to grasp the structures

 

of birds and beasts, insects and fish, of the way

plants grow, hoped that by 90 he’d have

penetrated to their essential nature.

 

And more, by 100, I will have reached the stage

where every dot, every mark I make will be

alive. You always loved that resolve, you’d repeat

 

joyfully—Hokusai’s utterance of faith

in work’s possibilities, its reward, that,

at 130, he’d perhaps have learned to draw.

 

Gail Mazur’s poems in Forbidden City  build an engaging meditative structure upon the elements of
mortality and art, eloquently contemplating the relationship of art and life—and the dynamic possibilities of
each in combination. At the collection’s heart is the poet’s long marriage to the artist Michael Mazur
(1935–2009). A fascinating range of tone infuses the book—grieving, but clear-eyed rather than lugubrious,
sometimes whimsical, even comical, and often exuberant. The note of pleasure, as in an old tradition
enriched by transience, runs through the work, even in the final poem, “Grief,” where “our ravenous hold on
the world” is a powerful central element.
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From reader reviews:

Cory Kyle:

Here thing why that Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) in e-book can be your alternative.

Gary Muldowney:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Forbidden City (Phoenix
Poets) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

William Powers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Forbidden City
(Phoenix Poets).

Nancy Soto:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine
it. Beside that the guide Forbidden City (Phoenix Poets) can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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