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This book explores the origins of western biopolitics in ancient Greek political thought. Ojakangas’s argues
that the conception of politics as the regulation of the quantity and quality of population in the name of the
security and happiness of the state and its inhabitants is as old as the western political thought itself: the
politico-philosophical categories of classical thought, particularly those of Plato and Aristotle, were already
biopolitical categories. In their books on politics, Plato and Aristotle do not only deal with all the central
topics of biopolitics from the political point of view, but for them these topics are the very keystone of
politics and the art of government.

Yet although the Western understanding of politics was already biopolitical in classical Greece, the book
does not argue that the history of biopolitics would constitute a continuum from antiquity to the twentieth
century. Instead Ojakangas argues that the birth of Christianity entailed a crisis of the classical biopolitical
rationality, as the majority of classical biopolitical themes concerning the government of men and
populations faded away or were outright rejected. It was not until the renaissance of the classical culture and
literature – including the translation of Plato’s and Aristotles political works into Latin – that biopolitics
became topical again in the West.

The book will be of great interest to scholars and students in the field of social and political studies, social
and political theory, moral and political philosophy, IR theory, intellectual history, classical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Nelson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject On the Greek
Origins of Biopolitics: A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled On the Greek Origins
of Biopolitics: A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions)is a single of several books that
everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this reserve you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jewel Tarr:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled On
the Greek Origins of Biopolitics: A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The On the Greek Origins of
Biopolitics: A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions) giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Donna Graham:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication On the Greek Origins of Biopolitics: A Reinterpretation of the History of
Biopower (Interventions) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book you wanted.

Alice Olivares:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and On the Greek Origins of Biopolitics:
A Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions) or others sources were given know-how for



you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
different case, beside science guide, any other book likes On the Greek Origins of Biopolitics: A
Reinterpretation of the History of Biopower (Interventions) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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