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Psychiatric and psychological practice and research is critically dependent on diagnosis. Yet the nature of
psychiatric diagnosis and the rules by which disorders should be created and organized have been highly
controversial for over 100 years. Unlike simple medical disorders (like infectious diseases), psychiatric
disorders cannot be traced to one simple etiologic agent.

The last two generations have seen major conceptual shifts in the approach to diagnosis with the rise of
operationalized criteria and an emphasis on a descriptive rather than etiological approach to diagnosis. The
interest in psychiatric diagnoses is particularly heightened now because both of the major psychiatric
classifications in the world - DSM and ICD - are now undergoing major revisions. What makes psychiatric
nosology so interesting is that it sits at the intersection of philosophy,
empirical psychiatric/psychological research, measurement theory, historical tradition and policy. This
makes the field fertile for a conceptual analysis.

This book brings together established experts in the wide range of disciplines that have an interest in
psychiatric nosology. The contributors include philosophers, psychologists, psychiatrists, historians and
representatives of the efforts of DSM-III, DSM-IV and DSM-V. Some of the questions addressed include i)
what is the nature of psychiatric illness? Can it be clearly defined and if so how? ii) What is the impact of
facts versus values in psychiatric classification? iii) How have concepts
of psychiatric diagnosis changed over time? iv) How can we best conceptualize the central idea of diagnostic
validity? And v) Can psychiatric classification be a cumulative enterprise seeking improvements at each
iteration of the diagnostic manual? Each individual chapter is introduced by the editors
and is followed by a commentary, resulting in a dynamic discussion about the nature of psychiatric disorders.

This book will be valuable for psychiatrists, psychologists and other mental health trainees and professionals
with an interest in the questions and problems of psychiatric diagnosis, as well as philosophers and
philosophy students interested in the problems posed by psychiatry, particularly those working in the
philosophy of science.
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From reader reviews:

Donovan Pena:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry II:
Nosology (International Perspectives in Philosophy & Psychiatry) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Michael Carr:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry II: Nosology (International
Perspectives in Philosophy & Psychiatry) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards
to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Spencer:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
you is Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry II: Nosology (International Perspectives in Philosophy &
Psychiatry) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Jennifer Klein:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry II: Nosology (International Perspectives in Philosophy & Psychiatry) we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose
to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change



your life with that book Philosophical Issues in Psychiatry II: Nosology (International Perspectives in
Philosophy & Psychiatry). You can more desirable than now.
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