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Long considered an urban phenomenon, industrialization also transformed the American countryside. Lou
Martin weaves the narrative of how the relocation of steel and pottery factories to Hancock County, West
Virginia, created a rural and small-town working class--and what that meant for communities and for labor.

As Martin shows, access to land in and around steel and pottery towns allowed residents to preserve rural
habits and culture. Workers in these places valued place and local community. Because of their belief in
localism, an individualistic ethic of 'making do,' and company loyalty, they often worked to place limits on
union influence. At the same time, this localism allowed workers to adapt to the dictates of industrial
capitalism and a continually changing world on their own terms--and retain rural ways to a degree unknown
among their urbanized peers. Throughout, Martin ties these themes to illuminating discussions of capital
mobility, the ways in which changing work experiences defined gender roles, and the persistent myth that
modernizing forces bulldozed docile local cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Eliseo Watkins:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-
Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) book as nice and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Laurel Ramer:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-
Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Charlene Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent all day every day to reading a book. The book Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial
Workers in West Virginia (The Working Class in American History) it is very good to read. There are a lot
of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Jennifer Fountain:

You can obtain this Smokestacks in the Hills: Rural-Industrial Workers in West Virginia (The Working
Class in American History) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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