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In the mid-1800s, Spain experienced economic growth, political stabilization, and military revival, and the
country began to sense that it again could be a great global power. In addition to its desire for international
glory, Spain also was the only European country that continued to use slaves on plantations in Spanish-
controlled Cuba and Puerto Rico. Historically, Spain never had close ties to Washington, D.C., and Spain’s
hard feelings increased as it lost Latin America to the United States in independence movements. Clearly,
Spain shared many of the same feelings as the Confederate States of America during the American Civil
War, and it found itself in a unique position to aid the Confederacy since its territories lay so close to the
South. Diplomats on both sides, in fact, declared them “natural allies.” Yet, paradoxically, a close
relationship between Spain and the Confederacy was never forged.

In Spain and the American Civil War, Wayne H. Bowen presents the first comprehensive look at relations
between Spain and the two antagonists of the American Civil War. Using Spanish, United States and
Confederate sources, Bowen provides multiple perspectives of critical events during the Civil War, including
Confederate attempts to bring Spain and other European nations, particularly France and Great Britain, into
the war; reactions to those attempts; and Spain’s revived imperial fortunes in Africa and the Caribbean as it
tried to regain its status as a global power. Likewise, he documents Spain’s relationship with Great Britain
and France; Spanish thoughts of intervention, either with the help of Great Britain and France or alone; and
Spanish receptiveness to the Confederate cause, including the support of Prime Minister Leopoldo
O’Donnell.

Bowen’s in-depth study reveals how the situations, personalities, and histories of both Spain and the
Confederacy kept both parties from establishing a closer relationship, which might have provided critical
international diplomatic support for the Confederate States of America and a means through which Spain
could exact revenge on the United States of America.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Spain and the American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY). Try to make book Spain and the American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Olga Harrington:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Spain and the American
Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Gloria Eller:

The book Spain and the American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Lula Day:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Spain and the American Civil War (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) when you desired it?
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