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Take Me to Paris, Johnny is John Foster’s moving yet unsentimental account of the life of his partner, Juan
Céspedes. It traces Juan’s youth in Cuba and his move to New York, where he struggles to make it as a
dancer. There, in 1981—in ‘a chance encounter, much like any other’—he meets John, an Australian
historian.

What begins as just a fling becomes a dazzling six-year affair. The two travel between New York, Berlin and
Melbourne, struggling with bureaucracy in their quest to gain Juan residency in Australia, then with the
disease taking the lives of gay men around the globe. To the end, Juan—‘an exotic bird, the only one of his
kind’ in Melbourne—is captivating, witty, headstrong.

First published in 1993, not long before John Foster’s death, Take Me to Paris, Johnny is brilliant and
unflinching, at once controlled and impassioned: a love story told with humour and unerring skill. This
edition includes an introduction by Peter Craven and an expanded biographical portrait of the author by John
Rickard.

John Foster was born in Melbourne in 1944. He studied at the University of Melbourne, then in Germany
and the United Kingdom. In 1971 he returned to the University of Melbourne, where for many years he
lectured in the Department of History. He edited the collections Community of Fate: Memoirs of German
Jews in Melbourne (1986) and Victorian Picturesque: The Colonial Gardens of William Sangster (1989).
Take Me to Paris, Johnny was Foster’s tribute to his lover, Juan Céspedes, a Cuban dancer who died of
AIDS in 1987. The memoir was published in 1993 and shortlisted for the Age Book of the Year award;
within a year, John Foster himself was dead.

‘[A] literary masterpiece…Unparalleled in Australian letters…Makes most fiction, here or elsewhere, look
paltry by comparison.’ Peter Craven, from the Introduction

‘A superbly crafted memoir…[A] subtle balance of formality and intimacy, of rationality and passion.’ John
Rickard, from the Afterword

‘Brilliantly accomplished use of language…Few other books documenting this illness rumble and resonate
with such sustained power.’ Robert Dessaix

‘[Take Me to Paris, Johnny] reminds us of the complexity of relationships…of the simultaneous strength and
fragility of love.’ Denis Altman

‘A remarkable, beautifully written memoir that captures and preserves the jittery zeitgeist among active gay
men moving around the globe in the early ’80s.’ Gail Bell, Monthly

‘Finely written…Foster deftly recounted his “cross-colour, cross-class” relationship, and brought his lover
back to life on the page.’ Steve Dow, Age
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Salas:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Take Me to Paris, Johnny
(Text Classics) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Pamela Edmonds:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Take Me to Paris, Johnny (Text Classics) is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Cynthia Johnson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Take Me to Paris, Johnny (Text Classics) can be great
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Beside this kind of Take Me to Paris, Johnny (Text Classics) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Take Me to Paris, Johnny (Text Classics) because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from right now!
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