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The First Great Awakening was a time of heightened religious activity in the colonial New England. Among
those whom the English settlers tried to convert to Christianity were the region's native peoples. In this book,
Linford Fisher tells the gripping story of American Indians' attempts to wrestle with the ongoing realities of
colonialism between the 1670s and 1820. In particular, he looks at how some members of previously
unevangelized Indian communities in Connecticut, Rhode Island, western Massachusetts, and Long Island
adopted Christian practices, often joining local Congregational churches and receiving baptism. Far from
passively sliding into the cultural and physical landscape after King Philip's War, he argues, Native
individuals and communities actively tapped into transatlantic structures of power to protect their land rights,
welcomed educational opportunities for their children, and joined local white churches. Religion repeatedly
stood at the center of these points of cultural engagement, often in hotly contested ways. Although these
Native groups had successfully resisted evangelization in the seventeenth century, by the eighteenth century
they showed an increasing interest in education and religion. Their sporadic participation in the First Great
Awakening marked a continuation of prior forms of cultural engagement. More surprisingly, however, in the
decades after the Awakening, Native individuals and sub-groups asserted their religious and cultural
autonomy to even greater degrees by leaving English churches and forming their own Indian Separate
churches. In the realm of education, too, Natives increasingly took control, preferring local reservation
schools and demanding Indian teachers whenever possible. In the 1780s, two small groups of Christian
Indians moved to New York and founded new Christian Indian settlements. But the majority of New
England Natives-even those who affiliated with Christianity-chose to remain in New England, continuing to
assert their own autonomous existence through leasing land, farming, and working on and off the
reservations.

While Indian involvement in the Great Awakening has often been seen as total and complete conversion,
Fisher's analysis of church records, court documents, and correspondence reveals a more complex reality.
Placing the Awakening in context of land loss and the ongoing struggle for cultural autonomy in the
eighteenth century casts it as another step in the ongoing, tentative engagement of native peoples with
Christian ideas and institutions in the colonial world. Charting this untold story of the Great Awakening and
the resultant rise of an Indian Separatism and its effects on Indian cultures as a whole, this gracefully written
book challenges long-held notions about religion and Native-Anglo-American interaction
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

The book The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and the Shaping of Native Cultures in Early America gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and the Shaping of
Native Cultures in Early America to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and
read a guide The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and the Shaping of Native Cultures in Early America.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this book?

Gail Brasfield:

The reserve untitled The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and the Shaping of Native Cultures in Early
America is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and
the Shaping of Native Cultures in Early America from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Adrian White:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book The Indian Great Awakening: Religion and the Shaping of Native Cultures
in Early America it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book has high quality.

Wendy Lambert:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Indian Great Awakening:
Religion and the Shaping of Native Cultures in Early America is simple to deliver you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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