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A Consequence of Legitimacy examines the political interaction between the Roman emperor Domitian, the
Roman senate, the province of Asia, the imperial cult, the Jewish population, and the emerging Christian
population at the end of the first century AD. Surveying the first century from various points of view,
Rhodes offers a fresh perspective on the relationship of Domitian to a persecution of Christians during his
reign, an historical perspective that has implications for the date of the New Testament book of Revelation.
Historians agree that Domitian and the Senate were in conflict, but they fail to identify the reason why,
outside of blaming Domitian's character. However, by considering the nature of this relationship and the
political interaction it produced, one can construct a series of spiraling events that held consequences for the
Senate, for Domitian, and, though almost wholly unconnected to them, for Christians as well. In the pages
ahead, I hope to explain adequately how these events transpired to produce these unintended consequences.
The Senate resented Domitian's ascension to the Principate and considered him an illegitimate emperor.
Domitian first sought to combat this by establishing legitimacy in those areas where the Senate noted his
deficiencies, but he eventually realized that even these efforts would not appease them. Therefore, he sought
legitimacy in his own way in a manner that could bypass the Senate and in a way in which they could not
compete by approving a new temple for the imperial cult. However, Domitian's answer to his conflict with
the Senate created unintentional consequences elsewhere, particularly for Christians in the province of Asia.
As a result of Domitian's own attention to the imperial cult, a zealous provincial administration, intent on
proving loyalty during an era of distrust-and wanting very much to maintain the economy of the province-
used the imperial cult in the manner consistent with that province's culture and in conjunction with the
provincial elites to show enthusiastic support for the emperor. This revival and emphasis on ruler cult created
a crisis for Christians in Asia. Their lifestyle appeared "Jewish" to Romans, yet they did not have the same
religious protections that Jews had historically enjoyed. This allowed the enemies of Christianity, most of
whom were Jewish, the opportunity to pressure them, using the laws of Rome, the imperial cult, the culture
of the province, and the politics of the local magistrates as the means, just as they had from Christianity's
birth. Therefore, while Domitian did not institute a policy of persecution or pressure against Christians
directly, his own pursuit of imperial legitimacy led to this consequence in the province of Asia where
conditions proved favorable for the enemies of Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this A Consequence of Legitimacy: Domitian's Conflict with the Senate, and the
Imperial Cult's Conflict with Christianity.

Cortney Roller:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book A Consequence of Legitimacy:
Domitian's Conflict with the Senate, and the Imperial Cult's Conflict with Christianity. All type of book is it
possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Irene Forrest:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Consequence of Legitimacy: Domitian's
Conflict with the Senate, and the Imperial Cult's Conflict with Christianity can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Pearl Miller:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication A Consequence of Legitimacy: Domitian's Conflict with the Senate, and the
Imperial Cult's Conflict with Christianity was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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