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As each generation confronts aging and responds to its challenges, the literary community—ranging from
Philip Roth to Jonathan Franzen—has provided nuanced and thoughtful depictions that transcend stereotypes
of old men as feeble and broken individuals. Under the sage guidance of these authors—many facing old age
themselves—older male characters have become increasingly prevalent in literary fiction.

In Aging Masculinity in the American Novel, Alex Hobbs turns the spotlight on matters related to later life by
examining a broad range of works. Hobbs looks at novels not only by literary lions of the Baby Boom
generation, but authors on the cusp of old age who anticipate its consequences. In addition to works by
Jonathan Franzen, Paul Auster, and Ethan Canin, the author considers the perspectives of female writers,
such as Marilynne Robinson, Anne Tyler, and Jane Smiley, who have created complex older male characters.
Hobbs argues that previous studies regarding male aging in popular culture have been reductive, and she
suggests that male and female experiences and interpretations of aging are individualistic and unique.

With a bold argument for how readers should contemplate masculinity in literary fiction, this book helps us
better understand the full range of issues that older men face—from legacy and loss to health issues and
grace. The author’s illuminating and persuasive perspectives will ignite a new way of thinking about this
subject and its central place in the national conversation. Looking at how older men’s lives are documented
in American fiction, Aging Masculinity in the American Novel will be of interest to scholars and students of
popular culture, gender studies, aging studies, and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Peak:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Aging Masculinity in the American Novel
(Contemporary American Literature) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michael Hale:

The e-book with title Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) has a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Ernest Poole:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Aging
Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one spot to other place.

William Bell:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature) we can
take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book.
Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Aging Masculinity in the American Novel (Contemporary American Literature). You can more appealing
than now.
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