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The question of Christianity’s relation to the other religions of the world is more pertinent and difficult today
than ever before. While Christianity’s historical failure to appreciate or actively engage Judaism is notorious,
Christianity’s even more shoddy record with respect to “pagan” religions is less understood. Christians have
inherited a virtually unanimous theological tradition that thinks of paganism in terms of demonic possession,
and of Christian missions as a rescue operation that saves pagans from inherently evil practices. 

In undertaking this fresh inquiry into early Christianity and Greco-Roman paganism, Luke Timothy Johnson
begins with a broad definition of religion as a way of life organized around convictions and experiences
concerning ultimate power. In the tradition of William James’s Variety of Religious Experience, he identifies
four distinct ways of being religious: religion as participation in benefits, as moral transformation, as
transcending the world, and as stabilizing the world. Using these criteria as the basis for his exploration of
Christianity and paganism, Johnson finds multiple points of similarity in religious sensibility.

Christianity’s failure to adequately come to grips with its first pagan neighbors, Johnson asserts, inhibits any
effort to engage positively with adherents of various world religions.  This thoughtful and passionate study
should help break down the walls between Christianity and other religious traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Asbury:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion and
Christianity (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important any book Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion
and Christianity (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it
is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gregory Sims:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion and
Christianity (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Anthony Rouse:

You can get this Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion and Christianity (The Anchor Yale Bible
Reference Library) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Donna Johnson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is
very important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman



Religion and Christianity (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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