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Builders of the Vision traces the intellectual history and contemporary practices of Computer-Aided Design
(CAD) and Numerical Control since the years following World War II until today. Drawing from primary
archival and ethnographic sources, it identifies and?documents the crucial ideas shaping digital design
technologies since the first numerical control and CAD systems were developed under US Air Force research
contracts at MIT between 1949 and 1970: the cybernetic theorization of design as a human-machine
endeavor; the vision of computers as "perfect slaves" taking care of the drudgery of physical labor; the
techno-social utopias of computers as vehicles of democracy and social change; the entrepreneurial urge
towards design and construction integration; and the managerial ideologies enabling today’s transnational
geographies of practice.

Examining the contrasting, and often conflicting, sensibilities that converge into CAD and BIM discourses -
globalism, utopianism, entrepreneurialism, and architects’ desires for aesthetic liberation - Builders of the
Vision shows that software systems and numerically controlled machines are not merely "instruments," or
"tools," but rather versatile metaphors reconfiguring conceptions of design, materiality, work, and what it
means to be creative. Crucially, by revealing software systems as socio-technical infrastructures that mediate
the production of our built environments, author Daniel Cardoso Llach builds a strong case for the fields of
architecture, media, and science and technology studies to critically engage with both the politics and the
poetics of technology in design.

Builders of the Vision will be essential reading for scholars and practitioners across disciplines interested in
the increasingly complex socio-technical systems that go into imagining and building of our artifacts,
buildings, and cities.
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From reader reviews:

Stan Whitley:

The knowledge that you get from Builders of the Vision: Software and the Imagination of Design will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Builders of the Vision: Software and the Imagination
of Design giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Builders of the
Vision: Software and the Imagination of Design instantly.

Glenn Flinchum:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Builders of the Vision: Software and the Imagination of
Design can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Frankie Graybill:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Builders of the Vision: Software and the
Imagination of Design, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its known as reading friends.

Bernice King:

Builders of the Vision: Software and the Imagination of Design can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Builders of the Vision: Software and the Imagination of Design however doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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