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Situated on the banks of the Ohio River, Louisville, Kentucky, represents a cultural and geographical
intersection of North and South. Throughout its history, Louisville has simultaneously displayed northern
and southern characteristics in its race relations. In their struggles against racial injustice in the mid-twentieth
century, activists in Louisville crossed racial, economic, and political dividing lines to form a wide array of
alliances not seen in other cities of its size. In Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South: Louisville,
Kentucky, 1945--1980, noted historian Tracy E. K'Meyer provides the first comprehensive look at the
distinctive elements of Louisville's civil rights movement. K'Meyer frames her groundbreaking analysis by
defining a border as a space where historical patterns and social concerns overlap. From this vantage point,
she argues that broad coalitions of Louisvillians waged long-term, interconnected battles during the city's
civil rights movement. K'Meyer shows that Louisville's border city dynamics influenced both its racial
tensions and its citizens' approaches to change. Unlike African Americans in southern cities, Louisville's
black citizens did not face entrenched restrictions against voting and other forms of civic engagement.
Louisville schools were integrated relatively peacefully in 1956, long before their counterparts in the Deep
South. However, the city bore the marks of Jim Crow segregation in public accommodations until the 1960s.
Louisville joined other southern cities that were feeling the heat of racial tensions, primarily during open
housing and busing conflicts (more commonly seen in the North) in the late 1960s and 1970s. In response to
Louisville's unique blend of racial problems, activists employed northern models of voter mobilization and
lobbying, as well as methods of civil disobedience usually seen in the South. They crossed traditional
barriers between the movements for racial and economic justice to unite in common action. Borrowing
tactics from their neighbors to the north and south, Louisville citizens merged their concerns and
consolidated their efforts to increase justice and fairness in their border city. By examining this unique
convergence of activist methods, Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South provides a better understanding of
the circumstances that unified the movement across regional boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South: Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980
(Civil Rights and the Struggle for Black Equality in the Twentieth Century). Try to make book Civil Rights
in the Gateway to the South: Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980 (Civil Rights and the Struggle for Black
Equality in the Twentieth Century) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Dan Villanueva:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Civil Rights in the Gateway to the
South: Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980 (Civil Rights and the Struggle for Black Equality in the Twentieth
Century). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Gloria Pruitt:

Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South: Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980 (Civil Rights and the Struggle for
Black Equality in the Twentieth Century) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South:
Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980 (Civil Rights and the Struggle for Black Equality in the Twentieth Century)
although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
imagining.

Ella Woods:

The book untitled Civil Rights in the Gateway to the South: Louisville, Kentucky, 1945-1980 (Civil Rights
and the Struggle for Black Equality in the Twentieth Century) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author



gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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