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An examination of the political and diplomatic role of American nuclear weapons in conflicts with a non-
nuclear China in the Korean War and the Taiwan Strait crises of 1954-1955 and 1958, this study analyzes the
American tendency to become involved in confrontations with far weaker powers over issues of very little
strategic significance to the United States. Washington threatens these adversaries with the use of
incommensurate levels of force, then ultimately backs down in the face of international and domestic
opposition to ill-considered plans to use force. Unlike works on nuclear history that have either focused on
superpower nuclear conflicts and ignored cases of American nuclear diplomacy toward non-nuclear
adversaries, or those that have focused merely on the outcomes of nuclear threats against non-nuclear
powers, this book considers in depth American nuclear diplomacy toward China during the whole period of
Sino-American military confrontations.

Soman offers new insights on Truman's decision to enter the Korean War, the extent of nuclear diplomacy
during the war, and the way in which the war ended. He argues that the goal of American nuclear diplomacy
in the spring of 1955 was to provoke a war with China, rather than to deter a Chinese attack on Taiwan.
Finally, he lays out, for the first time in print, the elaborate diplomacy that Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles initiated to defuse the 1958 crisis, involving a major shift in American policy that still remains hidden
from the public as well as historians. Highlighting the central role of nuclear diplomacy in these crises, this
book draws conclusions on the efficacy of such diplomacy, the impact of these crises on the development of
policies of massive retaliation and limited war, the consequences of Dulles's brinkmanship, and the revival of
nuclear diplomacy by the Clinton administration in conflicts with non-nuclear adversaries.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

This Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-
1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States
and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Double-Edged
Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies
in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Double-Edged Sword:
Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in
Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Ruth Aguilar:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in
Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic
Thought) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kimberly Lunceford:

This Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-
1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) is great reserve for you because the content that
is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Double-
Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger
Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic Thought) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but
this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
which?



Donald Noble:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Double-Edged Sword: Nuclear Diplomacy
in Unequal Conflicts, The United States and China, 1950-1958 (Praeger Studies in Diplomacy and Strategic
Thought) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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