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What are “essential questions,” and how do they differ from other kinds of questions? What’s so great about
them? Why should you design and use essential questions in your classroom?

Essential questions (EQs) help target standards as you organize curriculum content into coherent units that
yield focused and thoughtful learning. In the classroom, EQs are used to stimulate students’ discussions and
promote a deeper understanding of the content.

Whether you are an Understanding by Design (UbD) devotee or are searching for ways to address
standards—local or Common Core State Standards—in an engaging way, Jay McTighe and Grant Wiggins
provide practical guidance on how to design, initiate, and embed inquiry-based teaching and learning in your
classroom.

Offering dozens of examples, the authors explore the usefulness of EQs in all K–12 content areas, including
skill-based areas such as math, PE, language instruction, and arts education. As an important element of their
backward design approach to designing curriculum, instruction, and assessment, the authors

*Give a comprehensive explanation of why EQs are so important;
*Explore seven defining characteristics of EQs;
*Distinguish between topical and overarching questions and their uses;
*Outline the rationale for using EQs as the focal point in creating units of study; and
*Show how to create effective EQs, working from sources including standards, desired understandings, and
student misconceptions.

Using essential questions can be challenging—for both teachers and students—and this book provides
guidance through practical and proven processes, as well as suggested “response strategies” to encourage
student engagement. Finally, you will learn how to create a culture of inquiry so that all members of the
educational community—students, teachers, and administrators—benefit from the increased rigor and
deepened understanding that emerge when essential questions become a guiding force for learners of all
ages.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Essential Questions: Opening Doors to
Student Understanding will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?

Steve Adams:

The ability that you get from Essential Questions: Opening Doors to Student Understanding will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Essential Questions: Opening Doors to Student
Understanding giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Essential
Questions: Opening Doors to Student Understanding instantly.

Christopher Henricks:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Essential
Questions: Opening Doors to Student Understanding.

Timothy Montgomery:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Essential Questions: Opening Doors to Student Understanding provide you with a new



experience in reading through a book.
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