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Gratitude is often understood as etiquette rather than ethics, an emotion rather than politics. It was not always
so. From Seneca to Shakespeare, gratitude was a public virtue. The circle of benefaction and return of
service worked to make society strong. But at the beginning of the modern era, European thinkers began to
imagine a political economy freed from the burdens of gratitude. Though this rethinking was part of a larger
process of secularization, it was also a distorted byproduct of an impulse ultimately rooted in the teachings of
Jesus and the apostle Paul. Christians believed that God stood at the center of the circle of gratitude. God was
the object of thanksgiving and God gave graciously. Thus, Christians taught that grace cancelled the
oppressive debts of a purely political gratitude. Gratitude: An Intellectual History examines changing
conceptions of gratitude from Homer to the present. In so doing, Peter J. Leithart highlights the profound
cultural impact of early Christian “ingratitude,” the release of humankind from the bonds of social and
political reciprocity by a benevolent God who gave—and who continues to give—graciously.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Gratitude: An
Intellectual History book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Gerald Toups:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Gratitude: An Intellectual History
that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you are able to pick Gratitude: An Intellectual History become your starter.

Patrick Austin:

This Gratitude: An Intellectual History is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Gratitude: An Intellectual
History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Judy Newberry:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Gratitude: An Intellectual History
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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