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Ideographic Modernism offers a critical account of the ideograph (Chinese writing as imagined in the West)
as a modernist invention. Rather than focusing on the accuracy of this ideograph as a kind of representation
of China (a focus that would yield predictable results), Christopher Bush reconstructs the specific history of
the ideograph in order to explore the question of representation in more fundamental ways, ways that reflect
the diversity and complexity of literary modernism itself.

On one level, the book makes an argument about the meaning and function of the ideograph during the
modernist period, namely that this imagined Chinese writing was a complex response to the various writings
of such technological media as the photograph, the phonograph, the cinematograph, and the telegraph.
Through analyses of works by Claudel, Pound, Kafka, Benjamin, Segalen, and Valéry, among others,
Ideographic Modernism traces the interweaving of Western modernity's ethnographic and technological
imaginaries, in which the cultural effects of technological media assumed "Chinese" forms, even as
traditional representations of "the Orient" lived on in modernist-era responses to media.

On another level, the book makes a methodological argument, demonstrating new ways of recovering the
generally overlooked presence of China in the text of Western modernism. In addition to being its subject
matter, then, ideographic modernism is also the book's method: a polemically "literal" way of reading that
calls for reevaluations both of how modernist literature related to its historical contexts and of the ways in
which we can understand that relationship today.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Landa:

This Ideographic Modernism: China, Writing, Media book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Ideographic Modernism: China, Writing, Media without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Ideographic Modernism:
China, Writing, Media can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Ideographic Modernism:
China, Writing, Media having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

James Hubbard:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Ideographic Modernism: China, Writing, Media.

Daniele Vaugh:

The guide with title Ideographic Modernism: China, Writing, Media posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important
to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Frances Barrett:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Ideographic Modernism: China,
Writing, Media that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could
pick Ideographic Modernism: China, Writing, Media become your current starter.
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