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In 1971, while U.S. ground forces were prohibited from crossing the Laotian border, a South Vietnamese
Army corps, with U.S. air support, launched the largest airmobile operation in the history of warfare, Lam
Son 719. The objective: to sever the North Vietnamese Army’s main logistical artery, the Ho Chi Minh Trail,
at its hub, Tchepone in Laos, an operation that, according to General Creighton Abrams, could have been the
decisive battle of the war, hastening the withdrawal of U.S. forces and ensuring the survival of South
Vietnam. The outcome: defeat of the South Vietnamese Army and heavy losses of U.S. helicopters and
aircrews, but a successful preemptive strike that met President Nixon’s near-term political objectives.

Author Robert Sander, a helicopter pilot in Lam Son 719, explores why an operation of such importance
failed. Drawing on archives and interviews, and firsthand testimony and reports, Sander chronicles not only
the planning and execution of the operation but also the maneuvers of the bastions of political and military
power during the ten-year effort to end Communist infiltration of South Vietnam leading up to Lam Son 719.
The result is a picture from disparate perspectives: the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations; the
South Vietnamese government led by President Nguyen Van Thieu; and senior U.S. military commanders
and army aviators.

Sander’s conclusion is at once powerful and persuasively clear. Lam Son 719 was doomed in both the
planning and execution—a casualty of domestic and international politics, flawed assumptions, incompetent
execution, and the resolve of the North Vietnamese Army. A powerful work of military and political history,
this book offers eloquent testimony that “failure, like success, cannot be measured in absolute terms.”
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for
a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Invasion of
Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Eleanor Yoo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Jason Ayers:

You may get this Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

James Butler:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son
719 to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book
and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that
the book Invasion of Laos, 1971: Lam Son 719 can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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