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This final report describes the study of an exceptionally well-preserved Iron Age building discovered in
northern Burkina Faso, West Africa. The site of Oursi hu-beero, meaning "the big house of Oursi" in the
locally spoken Songhay language, was excavated in 2000 and 2001 by a scientific team from the universities
of Frankfurt am Main and Ouagadougou. It is situated in the middle of a group of settlement mounds, nearby
the modern village of Oursi. In the year 2000, deep erosion gullies were threatening the architectural remains
on the surface, which were provisionally dated to the 10th century AD. Scholars from both universities saw
the importance of this site and undertook immediate action. But even they were not prepared for what they
uncovered under only one metre of destruction debris. The rich diversity of incredible finds in the 25
different rooms rendered their exposure of enormous importance for the archaeology and history of Burkina
Faso. Complete storage jars, metal equipment, wooden furniture, rope and textile fragments, grinding stones
and charred botanical remains are only a fraction of the total assemblage of finds. Although we are dealing
with the results of a single occupation phase and from one building only, the density of finds, the
preservation of the architecture and the absence of later disturbances add considerably to our understanding
of daily life in this part of West Africa. Up to now the limited contextual information about life in villages
and towns prior to the historical periods has promoted divergent and weakly argued interpretations. This
volume breaks open new grounds of investigation and calls for further study. Additionally, the editors hope
that this report will stimulate and encourage the discussion between historians and archaeologists of the
fascinating West African past. The current volume presents an introduction to the expedition, an analysis of
the site formation processes, the presentation of the architectural features, in-depth studies of the findings
and a lively account of the heritage management project that resulted in an on-site museum. Nine authors
contributed to this rich and multifaceted final report. The account of the construction, intensive use, violent
destruction and subsequent rediscovery of the building is the enthralling subject of this volume, which is
richly illustrated with numerous coloured drawings, photographs, maps and reconstruction drawings. It
melds archaeological, historical and environmental data into a thrilling story. A story that reads like a new
Crime Scene Investigation episode but happens to have been a real-life tragedy in the African Sahel almost
1,000 years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

The book Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Oursi hu-
beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House
Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Cleveland Bolton:

This Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in
Burkina Faso, West Africa without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso,
West Africa can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House
Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Julia Flowers:

This Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa usually are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval
House Complex in Burkina Faso, West Africa can be one of the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West
Africa forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Sandra Conaway:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you



actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just looking for the Oursi hu-beero: A Medieval House Complex in Burkina Faso, West
Africa when you needed it?
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