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In a fresh and timely reinterpretation, Nelson Lichtenstein examines how trade unionism has waxed and
waned in the nation's political and moral imagination, among both devoted partisans and intransigent foes.
From the steel foundry to the burger-grill, from Woodrow Wilson to John Sweeney, from Homestead to
Pittston, Lichtenstein weaves together a compelling matrix of ideas, stories, strikes, laws, and people in a
streamlined narrative of work and labor in the twentieth century.

The "labor question" became a burning issue during the Progressive Era because its solution seemed
essential to the survival of American democracy itself. Beginning there, Lichtenstein takes us all the way to
the organizing fever of contemporary Los Angeles, where the labor movement stands at the center of the
effort to transform millions of new immigrants into alert citizen unionists. He offers an expansive survey of
labor's upsurge during the 1930s, when the New Deal put a white, male version of industrial democracy at
the heart of U.S. political culture. He debunks the myth of a postwar "management-labor accord" by showing
that there was (at most) a limited, unstable truce.

Lichtenstein argues that the ideas that had once sustained solidarity and citizenship in the world of work
underwent a radical transformation when the rights-centered social movements of the 1960s and 1970s
captured the nation's moral imagination. The labor movement was therefore tragically unprepared for the
years of Reagan and Clinton: although technological change and a new era of global economics battered the
unions, their real failure was one of ideas and political will. Throughout, Lichtenstein argues that labor's
most important function, in theory if not always in practice, has been the vitalization of a democratic ethos,
at work and in the larger society. To the extent that the unions fuse their purpose with that impulse, they can
once again become central to the fate of the republic. State of the Union is an incisive history that tells the
story of one of America's defining aspirations.

This edition includes a new preface in which Lichtenstein engages with many of those who have offered
commentary on State of the Union and evaluates the historical literature that has emerged in the decade since
the book's initial publication. He also brings his narrative into the current moment with a final chapter,
"Obama's America: Liberalism without Unions."
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Rios:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled State of the Union: A Century of American
Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). Try to make the book State of the Union: A
Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) as your pal. It means that it
can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Daniel McDonald:

This State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this State of the Union: A
Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can be one of several great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
State of the Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Richard Hunt:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is simple bringing you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Adam Tonn:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book State of the Union: A Century of
American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially.
It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the book State of the



Union: A Century of American Labor (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) can to be your
friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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