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This revised edition of a now classic text includes a new introduction by Henry Jenkins, explaining ‘Why
Fiske Still Matters’ for today’s students, followed by a discussion between former Fiske students Kevin
Glynn, Jonathan Gray, and Pamela Wilson on the theme of ‘Reading Fiske and Understanding the Popular’.
Both underline the continuing relevance of this foundational text in the study of popular culture.

What is popular culture? How does it differ from mass culture? And what do popular "texts" reveal about
class, race, and gender dynamics in a society? John Fiske answers these and a host of other questions in
Understanding Popular Culture.

When it was first written, Understanding Popular Culture took a groundbreaking approach to studying such
cultural artifacts as jeans, shopping malls, tabloid newspapers, and TV game shows, which remains relevant
today. Fiske differentiates between mass culture – the cultural "products" put out by an industrialized,
capitalist society – and popular culture – the ways in which people use, abuse, and subvert these products to
create their own meanings and messages. Rather than focusing on mass culture’s attempts to dominate and
homogenize, he prefers to look at (and revel in) popular culture’s evasions and manipulations of these
attempts.

Designed as a companion to Reading the Popular, Understanding Popular Culture presents a radically
different theory of what it means for culture to be popular: that it is, literally, of the people. It is not imposed
on them, it is created by them, and its pleasures and meanings reflect popular tastes and concerns – and a
rejection of those fostered by mass culture. With wit, clarity, and insight, Professor Fiske debunks the myth
of the mindless mass audience, and demonstrates that, in myriad ways, popular culture thrives because that
audience is more aware than anyone guesses.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Buch:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Understanding Popular Culture will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Charlotte Gambrel:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Understanding Popular Culture can be fine book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Dale Burt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. Understanding Popular Culture can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short spare time problems.

Lanell Sessions:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Understanding Popular Culture can be the
reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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