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Over the years, cars have helped to define the experiences and self-perceptions of women in complex and
sometimes unexpected ways. When women take the wheel, family structure and public space are
reconfigured and re-gendered, creating a context for a literary tradition in which the car has served as a
substitute for, an escape from, and an extension of the home, as well as a surrogate mother, a financial
safeguard, and a means of self-expression.

Driving Women examines the intersection of American fiction?primarily but not exclusively by women?and
automobile culture. Deborah Clarke argues that issues critical to twentieth-century American
society?technology, mobility, domesticity, and agency?are repeatedly articulated through women's
relationships with cars. Women writers took surprisingly intense interest in car culture and its import for
modern life, as the car, replete with material and symbolic meaning, recast literal and literary female power
in the automotive age.

Clarke draws on a wide range of literary works, both canonical and popular, to document women's
fascination with cars from many perspectives: historical, psychological, economic, ethnic. Authors discussed
include Wharton, Stein, Faulkner, O’Connor, Morrison, Erdrich, Mason, Kingsolver, Lopez, Kadohata,
Smiley, Senna, Viramontes, Allison, and Silko. By investigating how cars can function as female space,
reflect female identity, and reshape female agency, this engaging study opens up new angles from which to
approach fiction by and about women and traces new directions in the intersection of literature, technology,
and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Driving Women: Fiction and Automobile Culture in
Twentieth-Century America.

Susan Scott:

The e-book with title Driving Women: Fiction and Automobile Culture in Twentieth-Century America
posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Natalie White:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Driving Women: Fiction
and Automobile Culture in Twentieth-Century America that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Driving Women: Fiction
and Automobile Culture in Twentieth-Century America become your own starter.

David Reed:

This Driving Women: Fiction and Automobile Culture in Twentieth-Century America is new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Driving Women: Fiction and Automobile Culture in Twentieth-Century America can be the light food for
you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you



actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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