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John David Rhodes places the city of Rome at the center of this original and in-depth examination of the
work of Italian director Pier Paolo Pasolini—but it’s not the classical Rome you imagine. Stupendous,
Miserable City situates Pasolini within the history of twentieth-century Roman urban development. The book
focuses first on the Fascist period, when populations were moved out of the urban center and into public
housing on the periphery of the city, called the borgate, and then turns to the progressive social housing
experiments of the 1950s. These environments were the settings of most of Pasolini’s films of the early to
mid-1960s.

 

Discussing films such as Accattone, Mamma Roma, and The Hawks and the Sparrows, Rhodes shows how
Pasolini used the borgate to critique Roman urban planning and neorealism and to draw attention to the
contemptuous treatment of Rome’s poor. To Pasolini, the borgate, rich in human incident, linguistic
difference, and squalor, “were life”—and now his passion can be appreciated fully for the first time.

 

Carefully tracing Pasolini’s surprising engagement with this part of Rome and looking beyond his films to
explore the interrelatedness of all of Pasolini’s artistic output in the 1950s and 1960s—including his poetry,
fiction, and journalism—Rhodes opens up completely new ways of understanding Pasolini’s work and
proves how connected Pasolini was to the political and social upheavals in Italy at the time.

 

John David Rhodes is lecturer in literature and visual culture at the University of Sussex.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

With other case, little persons like to read book Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book
Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Eloise Torres:

The actual book Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome will bring that you the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
study, this book very suitable to you. The book Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Debra Yarbrough:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome, you
may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Dan Fry:

Beside this kind of Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome in your phone, it could give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well
as read it from currently!
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