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The insights here are of such depth, and contain such beauty in them, that time and again the reader must
pause for breath. At last Rilke has met a critic whose insight, courage, and humanity are worthy of his life
and work."
—Leslie Epstein Director, Graduate Creative Writing Program, Boston University

"[A] well-reasoned, fairly fascinating, and illuminating study which soundly and convincingly applies
Freudian and particularly post-Freudian insights into the self, to Rilke's life and work, in a way which
enlightens us considerably as to the relationship between life and work in original ways. Kleinbard takes off
where Hugo Simenauer's monumental psycho- biography of Rilke (1953) left off. . . . He succeeds in giving
us a psychic portrait of the poet which is more illuminating and which . . . does greater justice to its subject
than any of his predecessors.. . . . Any reader with strong interest in Rilke would certainly welcome the
availability of this study."
—Walter H. Sokel,Commonwealth Professor of German and English Literatures,University of Virginia.

For beauty is nothing but the beginning of terror, which we are just able to bear, and we wonder at it so
because it calmly disdainsto destroy us."
—Rilke

Beginning with Rilke's 1910 novel, The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge, The Beginning of Terror
examines the ways in which the poet mastered the illness that is so frightening and crippling in Malte and
made the illness a resource for his art. Kleinbard goes on to explore Rilke's poetry, letters, and non-fiction
prose, his childhood and marriage, and the relationship between illness and genius in the poet and his work, a
subject to which Rilke returned time and again.

This psychoanalytic study also defines the complex connections between Malte's and Rilke's fantasies of
mental and physical fragmentation, and the poet's response to Rodin's disintegrative and re-integrative
sculpture during the writing of The Notebooks and New Poems. One point of departure is the poet's sense of
the origins of his illness in his childhood and, particularly, in his mother's blind, narcissistic self- absorption
and his father's emotional constriction and mental limitations. Kleinbard examines the poet's struggle to
purge himself of his deeply felt identification with his mother, even as he fulfilled her hopes that he become
a major poet. The book also contains chapters on Rilke's relationships with Lou Andreas Salom and Aguste
Rodin, who served as parental surrogates for Rilke.

A psychological portrait of the early twentieth-century German poet, The Beginning of Terror explores
Rilke's poetry, letters, non-fiction prose, his childhood and marriage. David Kleinbard focuses on the
relationship between illness and genius in the poet and his work, a subject to which Rilke returned time and
again.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Paolucci:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible
The Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and
Psychoanalysis)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Ashley Downs:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Beginning of Terror: A
Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and Psychoanalysis). All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Denise Rutledge:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Beginning of Terror: A
Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work (Literature and Psychoanalysis) book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Fitzgibbons:

The book untitled The Beginning of Terror: A Psychological Study of Rainer Maria Rilke's Life and Work
(Literature and Psychoanalysis) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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