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How do ideologies shape international relations in general and Middle Eastern countries' relations with the
United States in particular? The Clash of Ideologies by Mark L. Haas explores this critical question. Haas's
central claim is that leaders' ideological beliefs are likely to have profound effects on these individuals'
perceptions of international threats. These threat perceptions, in turn, shape leaders' core security policies,
including choices of allies and enemies and efforts to spread their ideological principles abroad as a key
means of advancing their interests.

Two variables are particularly important in this process: the degree of ideological differences dividing
different groups of decision makers ("ideological distance"), and the number of prominent ideologies that are
present in a particular system ("ideological polarity"). The argument is tested in four case studies of states'
foreign policies, primarily since the end of the Cold War: Iran, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Turkey. As the
argument predicts, ideological differences in these cases were a key cause of international conflict and
ideological similarities a source of cooperation. Moreover, different ideological groups in the same country
at the same time often possessed very different understandings of their threat environments, and thus very
different foreign policy preferences. These are findings that other prominent international relations theories,
particularly realism, cannot explain. The purposes of the book go beyond advancing theoretical debates in
the international relations literature. It also aims to provide policy guidance on key international security
issues. These prescriptions are designed to advance America's interests in the Middle East in particular,
namely how U.S. leaders should best respond to the ideological dynamics that exist in the region.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Clash of
Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American Security? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Jacqueline McArdle:

The book The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American Security can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing
like a book The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American Security? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics
and American Security has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
look the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Theresa Braun:

Often the book The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American Security will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Clash of Ideologies:
Middle Eastern Politics and American Security is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Clash of Ideologies: Middle Eastern Politics and American Security provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.
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