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For westerners, China’s history is often reduced to a choice between timeless Confucian ideals or
incomprehensible barbarisms such as footbinding or mass slaughter, fueled by generalizations such as
“China has five thousand years of history,” “China was a Confucian society,” “Chinese women were
victims,” “China is a communist country,” and many more. But China is now too globally important to allow
such oversimplifications to continue unchallenged, and this engaging and deeply knowledgeable volume
counters them vigorously. In concise and accessible style, the contributors scrutinize a range of historical
misconceptions that have ramifications for the present and future of China and its relations with the rest of
the world. They consider how misunderstandings have arisen and present more sophisticated and nuanced
interpretations. Readers will learn how numerous popular beliefs about China’s history are mistaken and
what new interpretations can help build the more accurate understandings of present-day China that we so
badly need. By explicitly addressing common misconceptions, the book persuades readers to reexamine their
assumptions about China’s history—and thus China in general—and begin to see it as a real rather than
largely imagined place.

Contributions by: Elif Akçetin, Bridie Andrews, Tim Barrett, Felix Boecking, Michael C. Brose, Marjorie
Dryburgh, Imre Galambos, Stanley E. Henning, Christian Hess, Clara Wing-chung Ho, Judd Kinzley, Fabio
Lanza, Peter Lorge, Julia Lovell, Rana Mitter, Barbara Mittler, Ruth Mostern, Peter C. Perdue, Hai Ren,
Andres Rodriguez, Tansen Sen, Elliot Sperling, Naomi Standen, Wasana Wongsurawat, and Ling Zhang.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Precisely why? Because this Demystifying China: New Understandings of Chinese History is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Dewey Rascon:

This Demystifying China: New Understandings of Chinese History is great reserve for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Demystifying China: New Understandings of Chinese History in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Dawn Bliss:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Demystifying China: New Understandings of Chinese History provide you with new experience in
looking at a book.

Ronald Peyton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Demystifying China: New Understandings of
Chinese History was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Demystifying
China: New Understandings of Chinese History has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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