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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Freiburg (Englisches Seminar), course: 20th Century American Drama: Tennessee Williams and Arthur
Miller, 12 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The purpose of this term paper is to
examine how the characters in Arthur
Miller’s plays are confronted with guilt and responsibility and how they deal
with it. Furthermore, I want to demonstrate how personal, individual guilt
and responsibility not only become a matter for the individual but also
have an important impact on the community and the society. According to
Miller, there is a really strong mutual relationship between the individual
and society. He states: “Society is inside man and man is inside society,
the water is in the fish, the fish is in the water.” Miller’s main protagonists
always try to defend themselves against an accusation, to deny their
responsibility and guilt, and to believe in their innocence. Bigsby mentions
what all of the characters concerning innocence and guilt have in
common: “… [They] spend much of their time rebutting charges whose
justice they acknowledge even as they are rejected. They are people who
try to escape the consequences of their actions, who try to declare their
innocence even when that involves implying the guilt of others.” This truly
applies for the plays and characters I will observe in the following. I
decided to focus on two plays published in the 1940s and 1950s: All My
Sons (1947) and The Crucible (1953). Their main protagonists experience
confrontation with themselves which finally leads to death. Most emphasis
will be laid on All My Sons as there we have a number of characters
dealing with guilt and responsibility, namely Chris, Larry, Kate, and Joe
Keller. In addition, I will discuss the character of Proctor in The Crucible.
The dominant question in these characters becomes this one: “How
can a human being work out the interconnections among the everwidening
circles of responsibility: self, family, society, the universe?
According to Miller, “to violate the codes of any circle is to sin.”
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need this specific Guilt and Responsibility in Arthur Miller's Plays to read.

Jack Nguyen:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Guilt and Responsibility in Arthur Miller's Plays, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Jean McCallum:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Guilt and Responsibility in Arthur
Miller's Plays, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Yolanda Powers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Guilt and Responsibility in
Arthur Miller's Plays.
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