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In this innovative historical examination of the American movie audience, Eric Smoodin focuses on
reactions to the films of Frank Capra. Best known for his Hollywood features—including It Happened One
Night, It’s a Wonderful Life, and Mr. Smith Goes to Washington—Capra also directed educational films,
military films, and documentaries. Based on his analysis of the reception of a broad range of Capra’s films,
Smoodin considers the preferences and attitudes toward Hollywood of the people who watched movies
during the “Golden Age” of studio production, from 1930 to 1960.

Drawing on archival sources including fan letters, exhibitor reports, military and prison records, government
and corporate documents, and trade journals, Smoodin explains how the venues where Capra’s films were
seen and the strategies used to promote the films affected audience response and how, in turn, audience
response shaped film production. He analyzes issues of foreign censorship and government intervention in
the making of The Bitter Tea of General Yen; the response of high school students to It Happened One Night;
fan engagement with the overtly political discourse of Meet John Doe and Mr. Smith Goes to Washington;
San Quentin prisoners’ reaction to a special screening of It’s a Wonderful Life; and at&t’s involvement in
Capra’s later documentary work for the Bell Science Series. He also looks at the reception of Capra’s series
Why We Fight, used by the American military to train recruits and re-educate German prisoners of war.
Illuminating the role of the famous director and his films in American culture, Regarding Frank Capra
signals new directions for significant research on film reception and promotion.
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From reader reviews:

James Daniels:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be Regarding Frank Capra: Audience, Celebrity, and American Film
Studies, 1930–1960.

Susan Frame:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Regarding Frank Capra: Audience, Celebrity, and American Film
Studies, 1930–1960 why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Reuben Beaubien:

You can obtain this Regarding Frank Capra: Audience, Celebrity, and American Film Studies, 1930–1960 by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

William Culley:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and Regarding Frank Capra: Audience, Celebrity, and
American Film Studies, 1930–1960 as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Regarding Frank Capra: Audience, Celebrity, and American Film Studies,
1930–1960 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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