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Traditional portrayals of politicians in antebellum Washington, D.C., describe a violent and divisive society,
full of angry debates and violent duels, a microcosm of the building animosity throughout the country. Yet,
in Washington Brotherhood, Rachel Shelden paints a more nuanced portrait of Washington as a less fractious
city with a vibrant social and cultural life. Politicians from different parties and sections of the country
interacted in a variety of day-to-day activities outside traditional political spaces and came to know one
another on a personal level. Shelden shows that this engagement by figures such as Stephen Douglas, John
Crittenden, Abraham Lincoln, and Alexander Stephens had important consequences for how lawmakers dealt
with the sectional disputes that bedeviled the country during the 1840s and 1850s--particularly disputes
involving slavery in the territories.
Shelden uses primary documents--from housing records to personal diaries--to reveal the ways in which this
political sociability influenced how laws were made in the antebellum era. Ultimately, this Washington
"bubble" explains why so many of these men were unprepared for secession and war when the winter of
1860-61 arrived.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America),
you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

Carla McFarlin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of
the Civil War (Civil War America) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jennifer Bedard:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Washington Brotherhood: Politics,
Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America) or others sources were given information
for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Washington Brotherhood: Politics,
Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil War America) to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Francisco Morgan:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.



You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Washington Brotherhood: Politics, Social Life, and the Coming of the Civil War (Civil
War America) when you required it?
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