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What is a Superhero?
It's easy to name a superhero--Superman, Batman, Thor, Spiderman, the Green Lantern, Buffy the Vampire
Slayer, Rorschach, Wolverine--but it's not so easy to define what a superhero is. Buffy has superpowers, but
she doesn't have a costume. Batman has a costume, but doesn't have superpowers. What is the role of power
and superpower? And what are supervillains and why do we need them?

In What is a Superhero?, psychologist Robin Rosenberg and comics scholar Peter Coogan explore this
question from a variety of viewpoints, bringing together contributions from nineteen comic book experts--
including both scholars in such fields as cultural studies, art, and psychology as well as leading comic book
writers and editors. What emerges is a kaleidoscopic portrait of this most popular of pop-culture figures.
Writer Jeph Loeb, for instance, sees the desire to make the world a better place as the driving force of the
superhero. Jennifer K. Stuller argues that the female superhero inspires women to stand up, be strong,
support others, and most important, to believe in themselves. More darkly, A. David Lewis sees the
indestructible superhero as the ultimate embodiment of the American "denial of death," while writer Danny
Fingeroth sees superheroes as embodying the best aspects of humankind, acting with a nobility of purpose
that inspires us. Interestingly, Fingeroth also expands the definition of superhero so that it would include
characters like John McClane of the Die Hard movies: "Once they dodge ridiculous quantities of machine
gun bullets they're superheroes, cape or no cape."

From summer blockbusters to best-selling graphic novels, the superhero is an integral part of our culture.
What is a Superhero? not only illuminates this pop-culture figure, but also sheds much light on the fantasies
and beliefs of the American people.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

This What is a Superhero? are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this What is a Superhero? can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this What is a Superhero? forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Elinor Russell:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love What is a Superhero?, you could enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Michael Carr:

This What is a Superhero? is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having What is a Superhero? in your hand like having the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in
ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt this?

Johnny Grady:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra What is a Superhero?.
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